We are our
brothers’
keepers.

Guepard Boxing Club
Cité Soleil, Haiti
GBCCS
Making Haiti a Better Place
to BE…
ONE CHILD AT A TIME

Background
• Haiti the Country
• The History
• The Earthquake

The Earthquake
January 12, 2010
Ten to 20 ‘major’ earthquakes registering
between 7.0 and 7.9 occur every year, but
we seldom hear about them unless they
affect humanly inhabited areas.
Any earthquake of this magnitude that
strikes an inhabited area is a bad one. For
example, in 1989, the 6.9 magnitude Loma
Prieta earthquake struck the San Francisco
Bay area. Damage was heavy. Sixty-three
people lost their lives, and another 3,757
people were reported injured. Given the
infrastructure of Haiti, the impact of the
2010 earthquake was far more devastating.

The day before the earthquake …
• Haiti was 145th of 169 countries in the UN Human
Development Index, which is the lowest in the Western
Hemisphere

• More than 70% of people in Haiti were living on less than
one dollar per day
• 86% of people in Port au Prince were living in slum
conditions – mostly tightly-packed, poorly-built, concrete
buildings.
• 80% of education in Haiti was provided in often poorquality private schools, the state system generally
provided better education but provided far too few places
• Half of people in Port-au-Prince had no access to latrines
and only one-third has access to tap water

The day after the earthquake …
• 3,500,000 people were affected by the quake
• 220,000 people were estimated to have died
• 300,000+ people were injured

• Over 188,383 houses were badly damaged and
105,000 were destroyed by the earthquake (293,383
in total), 1.5m people became homeless
• After the quake there were 19 million cubic metres
of rubble and debris in Port au Prince – enough to
fill a line of shipping containers stretching end to
end from London to Beirut.
• 4,000 schools were damaged or destroyed
• 25% of civil servants in Port au Prince died

•60% of Government and administrative
buildings, 80% of schools in Port-au-Prince
and 60% of schools in the South and West
Departments were destroyed or damaged
•Over 600,000 people left their home area in
Port-au-Prince and mostly stayed with host
families

•At its peak, one and a half million people
were living in camps including over 100,000 at
critical risk from storms and flooding

Compare the numbers
from California to the
numbers from Haiti.

Twelve years later ….
As we approach the 12-year anniversary of
the 2010 earthquake, the landscape remains
the same. Rubble still litters the streets of
the capitol city. Despite billions of relief
dollars, little has changed.

Greed and Corruption...
Greed and corruption still reign the gang-controlled
streets.. the president is assassinated in 2021…
another major earthquake strikes… devastating
hurricanes follow…

Poverty does not hide in Haiti. It is everywhere.
Here, you can touch, see, hear, taste and smell impoverishment.
It is real and no longer a part of your imagination.

Heroes emerge from the devastation…
Common people rise from the rubble, people
who will not abandon their country, common
people with a shared vision…

Make Haiti and the world it
shares with humanity a better
place to be…

ONE CHILD AT A TIME!

GBCCS Cook

Louino Robillard presents Cité Soleil 2021 Peace
Award to Justin

Justin Ricot and Benoit Stevenson
prepare to face the storm.

Cité Soleil

The poorest, most violent slum in the
Western Hemisphere.

Cité Soleil is generally regarded as the
poorest and most dangerous area in the
Western Hemisphere. 350,000 people are
crammed into this densely populated area
where living conditions are frightening,
where children cannot attend school and
adults are unemployed… where violence,
conflict, prostitution, rape and early
pregnancy are accepted parts of life. Cité
Soleil is not a fun place even though it sits
on the beautiful azure waters of the
Caribbean. The United Nations designates
Cité Soleil as a Red Zone, that is, it is unsafe
for anyone to visit. Google ‘Cité Soleil.’
Regardless of which source you go to, you
will learn that the slum of Cité Soleil where
29,000 people are packed into each square
mile is considered the most dangerous place
on earth. This is where Justin Ricot and
Benoit Stevenson operate GBCCS and make
their stand. Champions are not made of
stronger stuff.

They Smile …

The children in Haiti smile despite their
hunger, lack of adequate clothing, running
water, sewage, electricity, mail delivery,
police protection … the list of ‘needs’ to
raise these children to a quality life
comparable to the poorest American
standards is endless. These children do not
know what it is like to have clean running
water, three square meals a day, a light to
read by at night, a book to read much less a
computer with games or even a deck of
cards. Their lives are simple and they smile.

What We Do …
•
•
•

Boxing Training
Meals
Community Action

GBCCS trains nearly 200 children four days
each week in Cité Soleil. Following training,
we prepare a meal and feed the children
four days each week. We organize special,
community events like street cleaning to
keep the children active.

The Barefoot School…

•

Six grades, five classes
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

French
Creole
Social Science
Science
Math

Daily meals
Summer Camp in August

In February 2022, GBCCS organized “Lekòl
Pye Atè,” The Barefoot School. Qualified
teachers volunteer their time to teach the
children five subjects, three hours each day,
five days each week.
While we have accommodated up to 300
students in a single day, attendance is sadly
driven by the level of gang violence in the
streets. On a quiet day, attendance is high…
on a day with resounding gunfire…

The student body is evenly split (52%
female, 48% male) between boys and girls,
ages 5-years-old to 16-years-old.

Our donor base is comprised of one organization,
several families and individuals. One individual is
of particular note. He is an immigrant farm worker
in Arizona, USA. Several weeks each month, he
presents a small donation to GBCCS and always
says, “For the kids.” Through 2022, he has
contributed several hundred dollars, most often as
a twenty dollar bill. Once, he delivered $5 in
change – quarters, dimes, and nickels – stuffed in a
plastic glove!

No gift is too small and each gift is
cherished and welcomed.

EVERY gift makes a
difference.

The Widow’s Mite

How You Can Help

We are not an NGO or a non-profit organization.
We employ ‘direct giving.’ We solicit funds from
compassionate individuals, families, groups and
organizations and send 100% of collected funds
directly to GBCCS. We recognize ZERO costs
including bank transfer fees and other ‘operating’
expenses. Justin provides receipts for every penny
spent and photos of what the pennies are spent
on.
If you donate $1 or $10,000, every penny goes
directly to the children to purchase food, school
supplies, clothing, medical assistance and anything
else we can help them with.
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